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Environmental Literacy In
America.
What 10 Years of
NEETF/Roper Research and

Related Studies Say About
Environmental Literacy in the U.S
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My buffer strip
protects

A local volunteer program
to give away native trees for
improving buffer strips around lakes

...nhot this.
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What are the scientists at Hubbard Brook learning?

Bird Abundance
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Possible reasons for declining
numbers of birds at HBEF:

Food sources

The forest is changing, | are declining?
as it grows older (succession)?

The migratory path
IS hazardous?

Loss of either breeding
. . . o
Forest fragmentation? McGarry,Kahi, Towse 6/25/2000  OF Non-breeding habita
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Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest
Weast Thornton, New Hampshire
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Science arbiter serves as a [passive] _
resource to answer factual question

;‘ (0. .H-..A: » Honest broker _of policy-relevant
| \"* | | science: offers [proactive] alternatives
: and choices based on unbiased view.
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“When public money has been used
to fund our research over the last

30 years, there is a social contract

to get the science out there in a
useful way. We think it's our

obligation to infuse public policy
debates with strong science.”
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4 Upstream imperviousness _ increases stormwater
' runoff and increases floodlng
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Cumulative impact:
We all live in a watershed!
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AVOId the passiVe; Voice
EXplainrtechnical terms

Use “sentence headlines™ that inferm
(Capuiens; shoularexplai, notjustiakel
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Effective science translation is essential for

developing good public policy
by Really Effective Undergraduates.

- Heading . <50 words....

Heading. <50 words...
caption
Heading .. < 50 words...

caption

The bottom line. : < 20 words....
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Limits on watershed
Imperviousness protect
surface water quality

g

Eucker Brook in Hampden is one of Maine's sireams under urban pressure.

SUMMARY

Mame 18 umique mn its bounty of natural wonders, from the majestic western
mountams, the rocky Atlantic coast, the dense northern forests, to the clear
blue Iakes, streams, and rivers. Maine shares one thing in common with the
test of the country, however, and that is the rapid expansion of its urban and
suburban areas.

Urban expansion is a particularly harsh threat to lakes and streams.
Urbanization alters the landscape and changes ecological charactenistics,
tesulting in degraded streams. A recent study from the University of Maine
(Morse, 2001) in cooperation with the Maine Department of Environmental
Protection (DEF) and the Senator George J. Mitchell Center for
Environmental ard Watershed Research at the University of Maine, provides
an important perspective on the mfluences of development on the physical
condition, water quality, and biological commmnities of streams.
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