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Canobie Lake Facts
373 Acres
Class A waterbody
A water supply for Salem
Small watershed – approx. 700 acres
No major tributaries



Canobie Lake Protective 
Association

Mission: to protect and improve the quality 
of Canobie Lake and the surrounding 
watershed
Approximately 80 members
Newsletter and info at www. 
CanobieLake.org
Work with NHDES, NHDOT, EPA and town 
officials (Salem and Windham)



I-93 Construction:
Erosion Control Meetings

Meet weekly
Attendees:

− NH DOT
− NH DES
− General Contractor
− Erosion Control Contractor
− Cobbetts (CPIA) rep
− Canobie (CLPA) rep



What happens at an Erosion 
Control Meeting?

Review implementation of the SWPPP 
(Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan)
Look at maps
Review what's happening now
Make and review Action Items for erosion 
control



Is it important to have
Lake reps there?

I think so
We are not erosion control experts
But, we ask good questions
We occasionally have a good suggestion
Everyone knows that we care
We inform the local folks what's going on
We gain appreciation of the work being 
done



A challenge – Multiple contracts
The public thinks of I-93 expansion as one 
project, but it's multiple contracts
Each contract has it's own General and 
Environmental contractors
The challenge is to make sure the things 
learned on one contract, re: erosion control, 
get carried on to the next contract
That burden falls on DOT and DES



The Goal: No WQS Violations
How are we doing?
We've had a few violations
Had two incidents of sediment plumes into 
Canobie Lake
A few others into wetlands, which didn't 
reach Canobie



Sediment Plume August 26, 2010



What did we learn?
Use pumps and pipes to move water 
between Detention Basins, not tanker 
trucks
Plugged pre-existing pipes Leak!
Don't detain water above a pre-existing 
pipe
Redundancy is good
Ten-year storms come every year



How are we doing lately?

We are doing pretty well
No violations in 2011
(and we had a lot of snow and rain)
We need to stay vigilant.



A Strategic Lesson

The highway Design needs to include 
Construction-phase storm water 
management considerations.



Thank You to:
DOT, DES and Contractors

For educating us (lake representatives)

For listening to us and our concerns










